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Professional Experience 
2022-Present Associate Professor of Political Science 
   University of Dayton. Dayton, Ohio. 
 

2016-2022 Assistant Professor of Political Science 
   University of Dayton. Dayton, Ohio. 
 

2011-2016 Assistant Professor of Political Science 
   Mount Vernon Nazarene University. Mount Vernon, Ohio. 
 

Education 
2008-2011  Ph.D. in Political Science 

The Ohio State University. Columbus, Ohio.  

• Dissertation: “Ideological Social Identity: How Psychological Attachment to 
Ideological Groups Shapes Political Attitudes and Behaviors” 

• Henry R. Spencer Award for Best Dissertation in The Ohio State University’s 
Department of Political Science, 2010-2011 

 

2006-2008 M.A. in Political Science 
   The Ohio State University. Columbus, Ohio. 
 

2002-2006 B.A. in Government (with Honors) and English, Summa Cum Laude  
   Connecticut College. New London, Connecticut. 
 

Books  
I’m Here to Ask for Your Vote: How Presidential Campaign Visits Influence Voters. Forthcoming. New York: 
Columbia University Press. 
 
Constitutional Law for Criminal Justice, 16th edition (with Jacqueline R. Kanovitz and Jefferson L. Ingram). 
Forthcoming. New York: Routledge.   
 
News Media Coverage of the Vice-Presidential Selection Process: What’s Wrong with the “Veepstakes”? 2023. London: 
Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Do Running Mates Matter? The Influence of Vice Presidential Candidates in Presidential Elections (with Kyle C. 
Kopko). 2020. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas. 
 
Constitutional Law for Criminal Justice, 15th edition (with Jacqueline R. Kanovitz and Jefferson L. Ingram). 
2019. New York: Routledge.   
 

The VP Advantage: How Running Mates Influence Home State Voting in Presidential Elections (with Kyle C. Kopko). 
2016. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press. 



 

 

Journal Articles 
“Public Moralities, Citizen Voices, and Disparate Fears” (with Richard K. Ghere). Forthcoming. Public 
Integrity. 
 
“Home Court Advantage? An Empirical Analysis of Local Bias in U.S. District Court Diversity Jurisdiction 
Cases” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2023. West Virginia Law Review 125(2): 543-590. 
 
“Did Gary Johnson and Jill Stein Cost Hillary Clinton the Presidency? A Counterfactual Analysis of Minor 
Party Voting in the 2016 US Presidential Election” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2021. The Forum 19(2): 173-201. 
 
“Closing the Gap: Collaborating with Research Librarians to Improve Information Literacy in the Political 
Science Classroom” (with Heidi Gauder and Michelle C. Pautz). 2021. Journal of Political Science Education 
17(4): 560-577. 
  
“Surrogate-in-Chief: Did Bill Clinton’s Campaign Visits Help (or Hurt) Hillary Clinton in 2016?” (with 
Aaron C. Weinschenk). The Forum 18(2): 177-195. 
 
“The Gender Citation Gap in Undergraduate Student Research: Evidence from the Political Science 
Classroom” (with Li-Yin Liu and Heidi Gauder). 2020. PS: Political Science and Politics 53(4): 729-733. 
  
“Bringing Voters Into the Equation: An Individual-Level Analysis of the Vice Presidential Home State 
Advantage” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2019. Presidential Studies Quarterly 49(4): 827-854. 
 
“Voter Mobilization 101: Presidential Campaign Visits to Colleges and Universities in the 2016 Election.” 
2019. PS: Political Science and Politics 52(2): 261-266. 
 
“What If Hillary Clinton Had Gone to Wisconsin? Presidential Campaign Visits and Vote Choice in the 
2016 Election.” 2018. The Forum 16(2): 211-234. 
 
“Split Tickets? On the Strategic Allocation of Presidential Versus Vice Presidential Visits in 2016” (with 
Kyle C. Kopko). 2018. SAGE Open July-September: 1-12. 
 
“Ideological Social Identity: Psychological Attachment to Ideological In-Groups as a Political Phenomenon 
and a Behavioral Influence.” 2015. Political Behavior 37(3): 509-535. 
 
“The Politics of the Presidential Medal of Freedom: A Fifty Year Analysis, 1963-2013” (with Kyle C. 
Kopko, E. Fletcher McClellan, Julia Ward, and Jillian E. Casey). 2015. New England Journal of Political Science 
8(2): 156-184. 
 
“Presidential Versus Vice Presidential Home State Advantage: A Comparative Analysis of Electoral 
Significance, Causes, and Processes, 1884-2008” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2013. Presidential Studies Quarterly 
43(4): 814-838. 
 
“Social Issues, Authoritarianism, and Ideological Conceptualization: How Policy Dimensions and 
Psychological Factors Influence Ideological Labeling.” 2012. Political Psychology 33(4): 531-552. 
 
“The Vice Presidential Home State Advantage Reconsidered: Analyzing the Interactive Effect of Home 
State Population and Political Experience, 1884-2008” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2011. Presidential Studies 
Quarterly 41(1): 1-17. 



 

 

Journal Articles (continued) 
“In the Eye of the Beholder: Motivated Reasoning in Disputed Elections” (with Kyle C. Kopko, Sarah M. 
Bryner, Jeffrey L. Budziak, and Steven Nawara). 2011. Political Behavior 33(2): 271-290. 
 
“Racial Attitude Effects in the 2008 Presidential Election: Examining the Unconventional Factors Shaping 
Vote Choice in a Most Unconventional Election” (with Herbert F. Weisberg). Electoral Studies 29(4): 569-
581. 
 
“Partisan Defection and Change in the 2008 US Presidential Election” (with Herbert F. Weisberg). Journal 
of Elections, Public Opinion, and Parties 20(2): 213-240. 
 
 
Book Chapters 
“The Great Blue Hope: How Senator Sherrod Brown Won Re-election in Donald Trump’s Ohio.” 
Forthcoming. In Jon K. Lauck and Catherine McNicol Stock, eds., The Liberal Heartland: A Political History of 
the Postwar American Midwest. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas. 
 
“The Divided Battleground: Presidential Voting in Ohio and the Midwest in the 21st Century” (with Lee 
Hannah). Forthcoming. In Where East Meets (Mid)West: Exploring an American Regional Divide, eds. Jon K. 
Lauck and Gleaves Whitney. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press.  
 
“The Libertarian Party.” 2020. In Beyond Donkeys and Elephants: Minor Political Parties in Contemporary American 
Politics, ed. Richard Davis. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, pp. 41-63.  
 
“Fly-To County: The Midwest as Presidential Battleground, 1946-2016” (with Daniel R. Birdsong). 2020. In 
The Conservative Heartland: A Political History of the Postwar American Midwest, eds. Jon K. Lauck and Catherine 
McNicol Stock. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, pp. 72-94.  
 
“Oh, the Places They’ll Go: The Geography and Political Strategy of Presidential Campaign Visits in 2016.” 
2018. In Studies of Communication in the 2016 Presidential Campaign, ed. Robert E. Denton, Jr. Lanham, MD: 
Lexington, pp. 45-68.  
 
“#TeamGov: On the Political Experience, Campaign Messaging, and Electoral Performance of Johnson-
Weld 2016” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2018. In Studies of Communication in the 2016 Presidential Campaign, ed. 
Robert E. Denton, Jr. Lanham, MD: Lexington, 163-188.  
 
 
Book Reviews 
“Book review of The Transfer of Power Between Presidential Administrations: Trouble with the Transition by Nicole L 
Anslover. Forthcoming. Congress & the Presidency. 
 
“Book review of After Reagan: Bush, Dukakis, and the 1988 Election by John J. Pitney, Jr.” 2021. Political Science 
Quarterly 136(1): 204-205. 
 
“Book review of The White House Vice Presidency: The Path to Significance, Mondale to Biden by Joel K. 
Goldstein.” 2016. Perspectives on Politics 14(4): 1218-1220. 
 
 



 

 

Public Scholarship 
“Why Do Voters Have to Pick a Republican or a Democrat in the US?” 2023. The Conversation. July 10. 
 
“Early Lessons from This Election in Red and Blue.” 2020. Dayton Daily News. November 8. 
 
“Trump-Biden Election Day Showdown Ends with Barrage of Campaign Stops. Does it Matter?” 2020. 
NBC News. November 3.  
 
“Pivotal Moments During Presidential Debates Actually Not That Pivotal.” 2020. Dayton Daily News. 
September 27. 
 
“Do Vice-Presidential Picks Matter?” 2020. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. August 13. 
 
“The Art of the Comeback.” 2020. The Week (India). July 19. 
 
“Don’t Expect Biden’s VP Pick to Make or Break the 2020 Election.” 2020. The Conversation. July 2. 
 
“For Biden, Naming Cabinet Before Election Would Be a Big Risk.” 2020. The Conversation. May 7. 
 
“Biden’s Choice of Running Mate Matters, But Not for the Reasons You May Think.” 2020. Los Angeles 
Times. April 12. 
 
“What Trump’s Picks for the Presidential Medal of Freedom – like Rush Limbaugh and Antonin Scalia – 
Say about Him.” 2020. The Conversation. February 6. 
 
“Don’t Be Fooled – Most Independents are Partisans Too.” 2020. The Conversation. January 27. 
 
“Trump Has Been Awarding a Lot of Presidential Medals of Freedom. Here’s What That Says about His 
Values” (with E. Fletcher McClellan and Kyle C. Kopko). 2019. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. June 20.  
 
“Holding Their Convention in Wisconsin Could Help Democrats in 2020. Here’s the Evidence.” 2019. The 
Washington Post – Monkey Cage. March 18. 
 
“Can Florida’s Recount be Done Fairly? Maybe. Here’s What Makes the Difference” (with Kyle C. Kopko, 
Sarah M. Bryner, Jeffrey Budziak, and Steven P. Nawara). 2018. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. 
November 16. 
 
“Obama Has Set the Record for the Most Presidential Medals of Freedom” (with E. Fletcher McClellan, 
Kyle C. Kopko, Jillian E. Casey, and Julia L. Ward). 2016. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. November 22. 
 
“5 Things You Need to Know About How Third-Party Candidates Did in 2016” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 
2016. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. November 15. 
 
“How Clinton and Trump Are Using Their Running Mates on the Campaign Trail” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 
2016. FiveThirtyEight. October 28. 
 
“Why the Kaine vs. Pence Vice Presidential Debate Matters” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. The 
Conversation. October 3. 
 

https://theconversation.com/why-do-voters-have-to-pick-a-republican-or-a-democrat-in-the-us-203830
https://www.daytondailynews.com/local/early-lessons-from-this-election-in-red-and-blue/FENTX5GTY5E5ZMD2B3HU2O3ZSM/
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/trump-biden-election-day-showdown-ends-barrage-campaign-stops-does-ncna1245872
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/pivotal-moments-during-presidential-debates-actually-not-all-that-pivotal/N57WDOL7JZGC5GJN7TGQHTFPZI/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/08/13/do-vice-presidential-picks-matter/
https://www.theweek.in/theweek/cover/2020/07/09/the-art-of-the-comeback.html
https://theconversation.com/dont-expect-bidens-vp-pick-to-make-or-break-the-2020-election-141861
https://theconversation.com/for-biden-naming-cabinet-before-election-would-be-a-big-risk-137741
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-04-12/biden-vice-president-choice
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-04-12/biden-vice-president-choice
https://theconversation.com/what-trumps-picks-for-the-presidential-medal-of-freedom-like-rush-limbaugh-and-antonin-scalia-say-about-him-131362
https://theconversation.com/dont-be-fooled-most-independents-are-partisans-too-128670
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/06/20/trump-has-been-awarding-lot-presidential-medals-freedom-heres-what-that-says-about-his-values/?utm_term=.9efa885c7b0e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/03/18/holding-their-convention-wisconsin-could-help-democrats-heres-evidence/?utm_term=.92070684e185
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/03/18/holding-their-convention-wisconsin-could-help-democrats-heres-evidence/?utm_term=.92070684e185
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/11/16/can-floridas-recount-be-done-fairly-maybe-heres-what-makes-the-difference/?utm_term=.c8064839dbb6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/22/obama-has-set-the-record-for-the-most-presidential-medals-of-freedom/?utm_term=.eae128b7b571
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/15/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-how-third-party-candidates-did-in-2016/?utm_term=.33f046ae0046
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-clinton-and-trump-are-using-their-running-mates-on-the-campaign-trail/
https://theconversation.com/why-the-kaine-vs-pence-vice-presidential-debate-matters-66379
https://theconversation.com/why-the-kaine-vs-pence-vice-presidential-debate-matters-66379


 

 

Public Scholarship (continued) 
“Will Tim Kaine Deliver Virginia (and Catholics)? Don’t Count on It” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. The 
Washington Post–Monkey Cage. July 22. 
 
“Does Newt Gingrich Pass His Own Litmus Test for Veep?” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. Time. July 14. 
 
“Will the Vice Presidential Candidates Matter this Year? Maybe, But Not the Way You Think” (with Kyle 
C. Kopko). 2016. The Conversation. July 12. 
  
“This Year’s Libertarian Ticket has Remarkable Political Experience. Now Will It Matter?” (with Kyle C. 
Kopko). 2016. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. May 31. 
 
“How Clinton and Trump Should Choose Their Vice Presidents” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. Time. May 2. 
 
“The 4 Advantages a Vice Presidential Pick Could Offer a Candidate” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. Time.  
April 28. 
 
“Who Should Trump and Clinton Pick as Running Mates? This Research Says It Doesn’t Really Matter” 
(with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. The Washington Post–Monkey Cage. April 25. 
 
“Why VPs Matter Less than You Think” (with Kyle C. Kopko). 2016. Politico Magazine. April 11.     
 
 
Panelist 
“The 2020 Presidential Election: A Preview?” University of Dayton Law/Human Rights Center 2020 
Election Speakers Series (Dayton, OH). September 14, 2020. 
  
“The Ohio Governor’s Debate.” University of Dayton (Dayton, OH). September 19, 2018. 
 
“Protecting the Vote and Ending the Partisan Divide.” League of Women Voters of the Greater Dayton 
Area (Dayton, OH). March 19, 2018. 
 
“Election 2016: History in the Making.” Cedarville University (Cedarville, OH). October 25, 2016. 
 
 
Invited Lectures 
“Running Mates: Vice Presidents and U.S. Presidential Elections.” U.S. Mission to Italy (Milan, Italy). 
October 8, 2020. 
 
“(Why) Should I Care Who’s Running for Vice President?”  Marjorie Dilley Lecture Series, Connecticut 
College (New London, CT). October 6, 2016. 
 
“Did Chester Arthur ‘Deliver’ the 1880 Election for James Garfield?” (with Kyle C. Kopko.) James A. 
Garfield National Historic Site (Mentor, OH). August 6, 2016. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/07/22/will-tim-kaine-deliver-virginia-and-catholics-dont-count-on-it/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/07/22/will-tim-kaine-deliver-virginia-and-catholics-dont-count-on-it/
http://time.com/4406197/newt-gingrich-vp-test/
https://theconversation.com/will-the-vice-presidential-candidates-matter-this-year-maybe-but-not-the-way-you-think-62401
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/05/31/this-years-libertarian-ticket-has-remarkable-political-experience-now-will-it-matter/
http://time.com/4311537/hillary-clinton-and-donald-trump-vice-presidents/
http://time.com/4311400/why-ted-cruz-chose-carly-fiorina/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/04/25/who-should-trump-and-clinton-pick-as-running-mates-heres-what-the-research-says/
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/04/election-2016-vice-president-selection-matters-less-than-you-think-213805
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyfK_KcfiLo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/local/watch-the-full-ohio-governor-debate-dayton/AjrGOS4Z4PW8IAhfhdbPBO/


 

 

Conference Presentations (Selected) 
“Campaign Visits in the 2008-2020 Presidential Elections: To Mobilize or Persuade?” Paper presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 15-18, 2022. Montreal. 
 
“Presidential Campaign Visits, by the Numbers: A Descriptive Analysis of the 2008-2020 Elections.” Paper 
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 7-10, 2022. Chicago. 
 
“When and Why Do Campaign Visits Matter?” Paper presented at the Presidents and Executive Politics 
Micro-Conference, February 18, 2022. Virtual. 
 
“Fiscally Conservative and Socially Liberal? The Libertarian Party as an Ideological Alternative to the 
American Two-Party System.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science 
Association, April 4-7, 2019. Chicago. 
 
“Voter Mobilization 101: Presidential Campaign Visits to Colleges and Universities in the 2016 Election.” 
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 5-8, 2018. 
Chicago. 
 
“Running Together, Running Apart: Where Presidential Versus Vice Presidential Candidates Campaigned 
in 2016” (with Kyle C. Kopko). Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science 
Association, April 6-9, 2017. Chicago. 
 
“Pedagogical Techniques for Pre-Law Students: Lessons from Small and Large Institutions” (with 
Lawrence Baum and Kyle C. Kopko).  Panel presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Association 
of Pre-Law Advisors, September 17-19, 2015.  Columbus. 
 
“Did LBJ Really ‘Deliver’ Texas, and the South? Testing Perception Against Reality in 1960 Survey Data” 
(with Kyle C. Kopko).  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science 
Association, April 16-19, 2015.  Chicago. 
 
“Surveillance or Aversion? Emotional Responses to Immigration in America” (with Michael A. Neblo and 
Sarah McKinnon Bryner). Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
Association, September 2-5, 2010. Washington, D.C.  
 
“Why Liberals Don’t Call Themselves Liberals: The Effects of Elite Communication on Ideological 
Comprehension and Identification.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political 
Science Association, April 22-25, 2010. Chicago. 
 
 
Grants & Awards 
Summer Research Fellow, University of Dayton. 2020. 
Summer Research Fellow, University of Dayton. 2019. 
Summer Research Fellow, University of Dayton. 2018. 
Summer Research Fellow, University of Dayton. 2017. 
Henry R. Spencer Award for Best Dissertation in The Ohio State University’s Department of Political 

Science.  2011. 
Time-Sharing Experiments for the Social Sciences (TESS) research grant.  2010.   
Randall Ripley Graduate Research Grant, The Ohio State University.  2010. 



 

 

Teaching Experience 
University of Dayton (2016-Present) 

• POL201: The American Political System 

• POL207: Political Science Research Methods 

• POL310: Political Parties, Campaigns, & Elections 

• POL311: Public Opinion & Political Behavior 

• POL313: The American Presidency 

• POL411: Constitutional Law 
 
 

Manuscript Reviewer 
American Journal of Political Science; British Journal of Political Science; Journal of Politics; Public Opinion Quarterly; 
Perspectives on Politics; Political Behavior; Political Research Quarterly; American Politics Research; Congress & the 
Presidency; Presidential Studies Quarterly; PS: Political Science & Politics; Journal of Gender Studies; Social Influence; 
Representation; European Political Science Review; European Journal of Social Psychology; Politics; Journal of Political 
Marketing; Medical Humanities; Statistics, Politics, and Policy; Journal of the Royal Statistical Society. 
 

  

Professional Memberships 
American Political Science Association; Midwest Political Science Association. 
 
 

Updated September 2023. 


